Living in
Harmony with
Canada Geese
in the Town of Brighton
(updated 08/2017)

Town Objectives
The goal of managing the Canada goose
population in the Town of Brighton is to strike a
balance between the positive attributes that this
natural resource brings to the Town, and the
negative impacts of excessive numbers of
Canada geese. The Town of Brighton's
comprehensive four -point plan includes :
1.
2.
3.
4.

" The key to successfully and humanely
resolving human conflicts with geese is to
work in harmony with what we know about
the habitat preferences of geese. With such
an approach, we can fully enjoy our public
green spaces as well as our wild neighbors."
Humane Society of the United States

In 2001, the numbers of Canada
geese within the Town of Brighton
increased excessively. The rapid
increase in the number of geese
created traffic safety and public
nuisance problems on neighborhood
sidewalks and in parks.

"No Feeding" ordinance
Habitat modification
Population stabilization
Nuisance abatement techniques
(border collie dogs and lasers)

Task Force on Canada Geese
Town of Brighton
2300 Elmwood Avenue
Rochester, NY 14618
(585) 784-5120
fax (585) 784-5151
www.townofbrighton.org

To inform the public about this
issue the Town of Brighton's
Task Force on Canada Geese
has produced this brochure, which
details our highly successful
management program.

Here come the goslings!

Canada goose

Baby geese only weigh 3-4 ounces when they
hatch and within 24 hours, their parents take
them to the safety of water. In the ponds around
Brighton you will see the mother goose leading
a single line of goslings followed by the father.

The Canada goose is one of the most widely
distributed water birds in North America. It
ranges in size from 22 to 48 inches tall. Full
grown birds can weigh up to 15 pounds. Male
and female Canada geese are similar in
appearance; however, the male of the mated
pair is usually larger.

When several families have hatched in the
same area, the parents bring the goslings
together and care for them as a group known as
a creche. During one summer, the Lac de Ville
Pond was home
to a creche of 24
goslings.

Canada geese mate for life and are very
protective of their partners. They stay together
at the end of the breeding season; they winter
together and return to the same nesting area in
the spring. Canada geese prefer to live close to
water and in open areas so that they can watch
for predators. Brighton's suburban parks, large
lawns, retention ponds and golf courses provide
the perfect habitat for Canada geese, and that is
why they have become residents instead of
migrating.

Goslings eat
almost
continuously and
can weigh as
much as 7
pounds in just
8 weeks

As nesting time
approaches each spring, the yearlings (geese
hatched the year before) leave their parents and
join yearlings from other families. These young
geese will not find their mates and nest until
they are 2 to 3 years old.
A female typically lays 5-8 cream colored
eggs. Then she incubates the eggs for 25-30
days while the male stands guard. The first
goslings are usually spotted in the Brighton area
at the end of April. Depending on the local
weather conditions, eggs could be laid in early
March, or just a bit later if the weather remains
cool.

When the goslings are half grown, their
parents molt. This is when they lose their worn
out flight feathers and are unable to fly. In
Brighton, molting usually occurs for a one
month period sometime during late June to early
August. When the geese cannot fly, they
usually spend most of their time around the
areas where they feel the safest - water.
This is when the Town of Brighton receives
the most complaints about the fecal droppings
and traffic problems on Lac de Ville Boulevard
and in parks. Remember, the parents grow
new flight feathers in time to teach their
youngsters how to fly.

Modifying habitats
Feeding
The Town of Brighton supports a "No
Feeding" policy, and has adopted an ordinance
prohibiting the feeding of waterfowl on public
land. Feeding Canada geese can be
dangerous to their well-being.

Nesting

Molting season

Here are the top 5 reasons not to feed geese:
•

Food like popcorn and bread does not
include nutrition.

•

When geese are fed by people, they
become less "wild".

•

When birds are fed by humans, they
often defecate where they eat, which
can lead to the spread of diseases.

•

Artificial food sites attract rats and
other rodents.

•

Artificial feeding attracts too many
birds in one crowded area.

Habitat modification and natural
landscaping techniques can help reduce an
area's goose population and ensure that it
remains at an acceptable level.
Useful techniques include: allowing pond
edges to re-naturalize, reducing the size of
foraging areas, establishing stands of trees,
maintaining grass at 4 inches, reducing finely
bladed grass in
foraging areas and
planting unpalatable
vegetative cover (such
as Periwinkle,
Japanese
pachysandra, English
Ivy, myrtle and Hosta),
and reducing the
sightlines at access
points for foraging or
nesting areas to less
than 30 feet. Another
approach is to create
areas of habitat preferred by Canada geese at
sites where their presence would be better suited.

